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With respect to the desire of the Princess to be on
better terms with M. de Calonne, it is, I think, evident.
Baron Reede is too circumspect and too artful to have
taken such a step with me had he not been authorized.
What follows will, perhaps, give you the genealogy of
his ideas, which may sufficiently explain the whole epi-
sode. He could easily know that I wrote in cipher. He
is the intimate friend of Hertzberg. And for whom do
I cipher? Whoever is acquainted with the coast and the
progress of our affairs must know it can only be for M.
de Calonne. On what principle do I act? The Duke of
Brunswick, who has had many conferences with him,
cannot have left him in ignorance that my views on this
subject were all for peace. Having been totally disap-
pointed through the ignorance of Cointe d'Bsterno, which
he affirms is complete in this respect, and which
must, therefore, on this subject, redouble the native

surliness of the Count; and  by  the   stupidity of  F------,

who painfully comes to study his lesson with him, and
returning does not always repeat it faithfully; well con-
vinced that the influence of Count Hertzberg is null, the
affection of the King cooled, and the credit of his Cabi-
net trifling, the Baron has proposed to the Princess to
make this experiment.

With respect to her consent, whether express or tacit,
and her serious determination to retouch the regulations,
of this I have seen proofs in the letters of the Princess,
and read them in the cipher of the Princess (for it will
be well to know that she is very laborious, ciphers and
deciphers herself, and with her own hand indites answers
to all the writings of the contrary party), as I have done
in those of Larrey and of Linden,

I did not think myself justified in disregarding such
overtures. After having said everything possible in favor
of M. de Calonne, his views, projects, and connections
(nor, I confess, do I believe that the manner in which I
am devoted to him left me at this moment without
address), after having treated as I ought the perfidious
duplicity of M. de Breteuil and his agents, and after
having uttered what I thought on the prudence of M. de
Vergennes, the delicate probity of the King, and theBaron Reede, should be capable ofnd the
